
 

 

 

 

 

Breakout Session 

Friday/ 03 May 2019/ 11:30-13:00/ Baku Convention Centre 

Moving Towards Greater Spiritual Convergence in Support of Equal Citizenship Rights 
 
The widespread and continuing denial of human rights, compounded by a pervasive culture of impunity, 

constitutes one of the most deep-rooted and acute challenges of modern times. Despite the fundamental 

values and principles enshrined in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights of the United Nations, which 

in its Article 1 proclaims that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights, inequality with 

regard to citizenship continues to prevail. In recent times, this has been exacerbated by a lack of constructive 

and visionary political leadership, and by a resurgence of nationalism and xenophobia as nativist politicians 

cultivate fear based on ignorance of “the Other”.   

The proliferation of political crises and conflicts around the world does not spare religious groups, fostering 

animosities that can beget intolerance or even hatred. They often take religious or denominational overtones 

fracturing multicultural societies and giving rise, as is currently the case, to sectarian divisions along ethnic 

lines. The adverse impact of this ominous precedent has been the rise in xenophobia, racism, bigotry and 

intolerance. Distortion and abuse of religions and faiths – for the purpose of carrying out odious crimes in one 

case and implementing policies justifying marginalization, exclusion and racism in the other – have been used 

as a mean to access and exercise political power in the MENA region and in Europe respectively.   

In view of this ominous precedent, it is high time that religious leaders, intellectuals, politicians, public figures 

and community leaders initiate a global effort, first, to make sure that our equally shared humanity is reflected 

in equal citizenship rights fully enjoyed in practice. Second, since religious leaders, politicians and community 

leaders interact regularly with their constituency and therefore are more capable of bringing about 

behavioural change, a greater responsibility rests on their shoulders to find appropriate ways to eliminate any 

form of practice that hinder equal citizenship rights in their societies.   

The underlying premise is respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, including cultural and religious 

diversity, human dignity, social justice, gender equality and equal educational and employment opportunities. 

The different social components of any community, whether related to religious affiliation, or to other features 

of diversity, must be empowered to enable individuals and/or communities to participate in the society on the 

basis of equality.  

In addition, global decision-makers must take the initiative to identify a global citizenship model that is 

compatible with diversity and respect of human rights of people irrespective of religious beliefs, 

denominations and/or value systems. Although the notion of minority aspires to identify a set of protective 

measures guaranteeing the realization of civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, this notion 

artificially creates division within multicultural societies as a group of people is considered an “outsider” owing 

to features that differ from those of the majority population. Citizens seek shelter in sub-identities based on 

ethnic, linguistic or religious affinities – afforded by the concept of “minority” – to enhance protection and to 



enjoy civil, political, social, cultural and economic rights. This approach unwittingly provides fertile ground for 

discrimination and marginalization of minorities contributing in the long run to institutionalizing and 

perpetuating differences and segregation.   

In this regard, the Geneva Centre for Human Rights Advancement and Global Dialogue organized a World 

Conference on 25 June 2018 – under the Patronage of HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal of the Hashemite Kingdom 

of Jordan – on the theme of “Religions, Creeds and Other Value Systems: Joining Forces to Enhance Equal 

Citizenship Rights” at the United Nations Office in Geneva. The Geneva Centre joined forces with Eminent 

Dignitaries representing all major world religions to identify a framework that can guide international decision-

makers in their endeavours to promote equal citizenship rights within their respective societies.   

The World Conference amply demonstrated, in its deliberations and working papers, that the promotion and 

enhancement of equal citizenship rights throughout the world represented a complex endeavour and an 

evolving process, which necessitated relentless efforts. In this regard, the conference identified several ways 

forward and concrete actions to promote and consolidate equal citizenship rights universally. It was observed 

that when equal citizenship rights are achieved, and all citizens can enjoy the same rights without 

discrimination, they will be looked upon as equal citizens possessing the same set of rights, privileges and 

duties. The effective enjoyment of citizenship rights will thus pave the way for the celebration of cultural 

diversity and foster greater mutual understanding and tolerance worldwide.    

As an outcome to the 25 June 2018 World Conference, an Outcome Declaration entitled “Moving Towards 

Greater Spiritual Convergence in Support of Equal Citizenship Rights” was adopted and endorsed by more than 

50 decision-makers worldwide. It calls for the periodical holding of an annual World Summit on Equal 

Citizenship Rights, the setting-up of an International Task-Force to review measures implemented by UN 

member States to promote equal citizenship as well as the inclusion of a special item in the Universal Periodic 

Review (UPR) State report to monitor the implementation of these measures.   

The implementation of the ambitious ideas expressed in the Outcome Declaration will contribute to the 

universal promotion and protection of the three basic clusters of human rights, namely first the preservation 

of dignity which is a right inherent to our humanity, nondiscrimination and equality; second, the realization of 

civic, political, social, cultural and economic rights including the right to development, and; third, the 

advancement of specific rights including, inter alia, gender and gender-related rights, disability and life-cycle 

related rights. The harmonious integration of all segments of the population in resilient and inclusive societies 

– through effective achievement and enjoyment of equal citizenship rights – would thus make the re-grouping 

of citizens into denominational to ethnic or linguistic sub-identities superfluous.   

In times when religion has been considered as a source of division, the unified voice of all religions and value 

systems could reverse and rollback the spread of hatred, bigotry, racism and fear of “the Other.” Providing 

greater prominence to rediscovering commonalities between major world religions, creeds and value systems 

could serve as an appropriate starting-point to give people a sense of belonging guided by harmony, diversity 

in unity, encapsulated in equal citizenship rights.   

This conference will therefore be an exhortation to followers of faiths and/or upholders of these value-

systems, whether lay or religious leaders, to rise and to reject jointly the instrumentalization of faiths and value 

systems for illicit motives and to restore the reality of the convergence of their teachings to promote a world 

living in peace and harmony. It will contribute to explore the policy prescriptions required to ascertain the 

effective enjoyment of citizenship rights celebrating diversity and multiculturalism while onsolidating national 

unity as set forth in the 2018 World Conference Outcome Declaration and the 2008 Baku Declaration.    

 

 

 



Moderator: Idriss Jazairy, Executive Director, Geneva Centre  

 

Panelists:  

- Azza Karam, Coordinator UN Inter-Agency Task Force on Religion and Development and Senior 
Advisor at UN Population Fund  

- Peniel Rajkumar, Programme Executive for Interreligious Dialogue and Cooperation, World 
Council of Churches  

- Syed Munir Khasru, Chairman of the Institute for Policy, Advocacy, and Governance (IPAG)  
- Gunduz Ismayilov, Deputy Chairman of the State Committee on Religious Associations of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan  
 

 

Org: Geneva Centre for Human Rights Advancement and Global dialogue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Idriss Jazairy, Executive Director, Geneva Centre 

Mr Jazairy is the Executive Director of the Geneva Centre. He previously 

served his country Algeria as an Ambassador. Ambassador Jazairy was also 

a founding member of UNCTAD and was elected President of IFAD. He is 

currently UN Special Rapporteur. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Azza Karam, Coordinator UN Inter-Agency Task Force on Religion 
and Development and Senior Advisor at UN Population Fund  
 
Dr Azza Karam is Senior Advisor on Culture at the United Nations 

Population Fund (UNFPA), where she coordinates UNFPA-wide 

outreach with faith-based partners and chairs the UN Inter-Agency Task 

Force on Religion and Development. Previously, she was the senior 

policy research advisor at the United Nations Development Program in 

the Regional Bureau for Arab States. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Peniel Rajkumar, Programme Executive for Interreligious Dialogue 
and Cooperation, World Council of Churches  
 

Reverend Dr Peniel Jesudason Rufus Rajkumar is the Programme Executive 

for Interreligious Dialogue and Cooperation with the World Council of 

Churches, Geneva. His focus is on building relations of trust and respect 

with followers of Eastern religious traditions, primarily Hinduism and 

Buddhism. 

 



 

Syed Munir Khasru, Chairman of the Institute for Policy, Advocacy, and 
Governance (IPAG)  
 
An MBA from Wharton School of Business, University of Pennsylvania, 

Khasru heads the international think tank, the Institute for Policy, Advocacy, 

& Governance (IPAG) which works on international relations & strategic 

affairs, interfaith relations & pluralism, migration & resettlement, regional 

connectivity & cooperation, technology & social media. He has delivered 

lectures & moderated sessions on all these issues.  Khasru is a Global Expert 

of World Economic Forum & Member of SDG’s Global Councils by UN, World 

Bank, & OECD. He writes for Project Syndicate, World Economic Forum and 

leading international media outlets. BBC interviews him for expert’s 

comments & analysis.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 


