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The rise of ethnic-cultural diversity in the contemporary world and the significance of multiculturalism 
policy in its regulation 
 

One of the most important features of the contemporary globalization is the rise of ethnic-cultural 

diversity in the world. Being formed under historical, geographical, political, socio-economic, military 

and other factors, characterizing ethnic-cultural values of people, serving as a base of people’s world 

outlook, their activity ethnic-cultural diversity should me properly regulated by the state. Otherwise, it 

may cause serious problems in various fields of society, including ethnic and religious clashes. One of 

possible ways of regulation of ethnic-cultural diversity is multiculturalism policy.   

The main objective of the session is exchange of views on the essence, significance of ethnic-cultural 

diversity, as well as its regulation by the multiculturalism policy.  

 

Moderator: Etibar Najafov, Head of the Department of Interethnic Relations, Multiculturalism and 

Religious Affairs of the Presidential Administration of Azerbaijan Republic  

 

Panelists:  

- Kamal Abdullayev, Rector of Azerbaijan University of Languages  
- Sheikh-ul-Islam Allahshukur Pashazade, Chairman of the Caucasian Muslims Office  
- Mubariz Gurbanli, Chairman to the State Committee on Religious Associations of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan  
- Rabbi Marc Schneier, President of the Foundation for Ethnic Understanding  
- Jannah Scott, Head of the representation of Baku International Multiculturalism Centre in the 

USA, the advisor of Washington Law Assosiation  
- Juan Carlos Mendez Arriola, the founder and president of the “Church of Action”, the organizer 

of the US Congress Immigration Forum (USA)  
- Eino Antero Eerola, Member of the Helsinki-Uusimaa Regional Council and member of Vanta City 

Council, Journalist (Finland)  
- Birgit Weissberger, Head of the representation of Baku International Multiculturalism Centre in 

Dresden  
 

Org: Baku International Multiculturalism Center 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Etibar Najafov - Head of the Department of Interethnic Relations, Multiculturalism and Religious 

Affairs of the Presidential Administration of Azerbaijan Republic. 

 

Etibar Najafov is the head of the Department on inter-ethnic relations, multiculturalism and religious 

affairs at the Presidential Administration of the Republic of Azerbaijan.  

He was born on March 7, 1963 in Ganja, Azerbaijan. Etibar Najafov graduated from the department 

of philosophy of the Leningrad State University with distinction in 1985. He defended his 

kandidatskaya dissertation (equivalent of PhD) from the Leningrad State University on December 8 

1988. In 2004, he defended his doctoral dissertation on the topic of the Dialectics of Culture and 

Civilization in Public Development. From 1989, he has worked for the Baku Slavic University at various 

positions including that of the Vice-Rector on international relations and head of the department. At 

present, Etibar Najafov serves as professor of the department of European Studies at the Baku Slavic 

University and head of the department of Philosophy and Social Psychology at the Public 

Administration Academy under the President of Azerbaijan. He has lectured at the master’s program 

of the International and Public Relations School of the Columbia University in New York for 2002-

2005. He has been awarded with teaching and research grants from USA and European countries. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kamal Abdullayev – Rector of Azerbaijan University of Languages  

 

             Kamal Abdullayev is a linguist, literary scholar writer, public figure, Doctor of Philological 

  Sciences, Professor, Honorary Scholar, Full Member of the National Academy of Sciences of 

Azerbaijan (ANAS), Rector of Baku Slavic University (2000-2014); Academic – Secretary of Azerbaijan 

National Academy of Sciences (2010-2014), State Councilor on multiethnic multicultural and 

religious affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan (2014-2017), Rector of Azerbaijan University of 

Languages (since June 1, 2017), Chairman of Azerbaijan Creativity Foundation; Editor–in–Chief of 

the journal “Turkology” of ANAS, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of Baku International 

Multiculturalism Center, and first grade State Councilor. 

             Kamal Abdullayev is the author of research on ancient epic literature of Turkic peoples, organizer 

and participant of a number of international symposiums, conferences and tutorials. He  is the 

author of many novels, poems and books of stories, such as, “The Incomplete Manuscript”, “The 

Valley of Wizards”, “There is Nobody to Forget…”. In 2015 Academician Kamal Abdullayev (in co-

authorship with prof. E. A. Najafov) compiled teaching programs “Introduction to Multiculturalism” 

(for bachelors) and “Azerbaijani Multiculturalism” (for masters) on the subject of “Multiculturalism”. 

He (with prof. E. A. Najafov) is the academic editor and one of the main authors of the teaching 

manual “Azerbaijani Multiculturalism” for higher educational institutions. 

His scientific and other papers are published in Azerbaijan and abroad. He is the   author of more 

than 200 papers, more than 20 scientific books, teaching aids and monographs. He was the 

supervisor for tens of masters and post-graduates. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheikh ul-Islam Haji Allahşükür Paşazadə (Azerbaijan) - Chairman of the Caucasian Muslims Office 

 

Haji Allahshukur Hummat Pashazade Sheikh ul-Islam and Grand Mufti of the Caucasus, which includes 

his native Republic of Azerbaijan, Republic of Georgia, and Dagestan, Kabardino-Balkaria, Ingushetia, 

Chechnya, Karachay–Cherkessia, and Adygea in the Russian Federation. He is also the current chairman 

of the Religious Council of the Caucasus. 

Allahshukur Pashazade was born in Cil, Lankaran Rayon, Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic (today the 

Republic of Azerbaijan) on August 26, 1949 and is of Talysh descent. He got his primary religious 

education from the local religious clergy in the city of Lankaran. In 1968, he went to the Uzbekistan 

Soviet Socialist Republic (today the independent Republic of Uzbekistan) where he entered the Mir-i-

Arab Madrasah in Bukhara and later relocated to Tashkent where he finished his religious education in 

Tashkent State University in 1975. 

Finally returning to Azerbaijan in 1975, he became the acting secretary of the Caucasian Muslims Office, 

and Akhund and deputy chief of the Taza Pir Mosque in the Azerbaijani capital Baku. In 1980 he was 

elected chairman of the Caucasian Muslims Office and became Sheikh ul-Islam. After the collapse and 

dissolution of the Soviet Union and independence of Azerbaijan, in 1992, he was elected chairman of 

the Supreme Religious Board of Caucasian peoples of Azerbaijan, Georgia, Dagestan, Kabardino-Balkaria, 

Ingushetia, Chechnya, Karachay-Cherkessia, and Adygea. 

Although he is himself a Shiite Muslim and originally a Shia cleric, he is also the world's only Sunni-Shia 

Grand Mufti (The title of Grand Mufti actually refers and is normally reserved to the highest official of 

religious law in a Sunni Muslim country), giving each group fatwas according to their relevant madhab, 

reflecting Azerbaijan's Sunni-Shia mix. 

Allahshukur Pashazade is a member of the Management Board of World Islamic Congress, the 

Management Board of Eurasia Islamic Council and a number of other international organizations. He 

was elected co-chair of CIS Interreligious Council in 2004. 

On November 21, 2009, he was included in a 500 Most Influential Muslims of World book. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mubariz Gurbanli (Azerbaijan) - Chairman of the State Committee on 

Religious Associations of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

 

He was born in Koltehneli, Shamkir village, district of Shamkir, January 7, 1954, graduated with honors 

from History Department of the Baku State University. Mubariz Gurbanli is a PhD in History, associate 

professor, and author of tens of books and articles. He speaks Azerbaijani, Russian and English. 

In 1978 he started working as a secondary school teacher at Koltehneli, Shamkir village of Shemkir 

district. In 1985, he was lecturer, senior lecturer, associate professor, Head of chair, and vice-rector at 

the Azerbaijan State Culture and Fine Arts University; currently is an associate professor of the 

university. 

In 1995-2010, Mubariz Gurbanli was elected to four Milli Mejlis terms of the Republic of Azerbaijan, 

and served as a member of the Standing Commission of the Milli Mejlis on Legal Policy and State 

Building Affairs, the head of the working group on interparliamentary relations between Azerbaijan-

Bosnia and Herzogovina, a member of the working groups on interparliamentary relations between 

Azerbaijan and Canada, and Azerbaijan and Kuwait. 

In 1996-2014, he served as member of the delegation of Azerbaijan to the parliamentary Assembly of 

the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization, and Deputy Committee chairperson. Member of the 

Political Council of New Azerbaijan Party and Deputy Executive Secretary of the New Azerbaijan Party. 

In 2014, he was awarded with the Order of Glory for active participation in the public and political life 

of the Republic of Azerbaijan by the Decree dated January 7, 2014 of the President of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan. 

He was appointed Chairman to the State Committee on Religious Associations of the Republic of 

Azerbaijan by the Decree dated July 21, 2014 of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

Married, with two children. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rabbi Marc Schneier, President of the Foundation for Ethnic Understanding (FFEU) 
 
Named one of the top 50 rabbis in the U.S. by Newsweek Magazine, Rabbi Marc Schneier is the Founding 
Rabbi of the Hampton Synagogue and the Founder and President of the FFEU, an organization dedicated 
to strengthening cooperation between ethnic and religious groups.  
 
As a visionary, Rabbi Schneier trailblazed the field of Muslim-Jewish relations globally. Through his work 
in Saudi Arabia, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, Oman, Bahrain, Azerbaijan, Indonesia, Israel, Kazakhstan, 
Morocco, Palestine, Singapore, throughout Europe, South America and the Southern Hemisphere, Rabbi 
Schneier has pioneered dynamic programming and discussion among Jews and Muslims to remind them 
that they have more that unites them than what divides them. He is a trustee of the Baku Center for 
Interfaith Cooperation (BCIC).  
 
His book, Sons of Abraham: A Candid Conversation about the Issues That Divide and Unite Jews and 
Muslims was sponsored by the H.M. Mohammed VI of Morocco and President Bill Clinton wrote the 
foreword.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jannah Scott (USA) –  Head of the Representation of Baku International Multiculturalism Centre in the 

USA, the advisor of Washington Law Assosiation 

Jannah Scott is a Strategist, Planner, Advisor, and Public Policy Expert. She has served in many capacities 

with government and the private sector for over 30 years. Jannah served for eight years as U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security as Deputy Director, Center for Faith-Based and Neighborhood 

Partnerships. Jannah partnered with elected officials and public safety leaders in jurisdictions across the 

county to promote the engagement of the private sector on issues of emergency preparedness, 

response, such as:  

• Building resilience to promote affiliation with local first responders;  

• Developing promising practices and national policy/doctrine in emergency preparedness; 

• Building consensus on homeland security issues;  

• Creating protocols on the conduct of strategic engagement and partnerships with the public. 

Jannah has extensive experience in research, collaboration, program and policy development and 

implementation; capacity building; training and stakeholder engagement.  

As her resume will indicate, the various jobs Jannah held have provided the opportunity to amass a wide 

breadth of skills. In her immediate former position Jannah worked with White House leadership, DHS 

leadership and other federal agencies to engage community-based and youth stakeholders across a 

range of issues. Engagement, from this perspective included developing relationships, assessing 

capabilities, providing training and technical assistance; developing cross-sector collaborative 

partnerships, promoting and measuring good outcomes, and using the lessons learned from these 

efforts to affect federal policy. That work in communities across the nation allowed Jannah to promote 

federal policies and programs locally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Juan Carlos Mendez Arriola, The founder and president of the “Church of Action”, The organizer of the 

US Congress Immigration Forum (USA)  

Bishop Juan Carlos Mendez, was born in Guatemala and migrated to the United States of America in 

1976 to Los Angeles, California, where he resides and has been locally engaged as an advocate for social 

justice for over 30 years. As founder and president of Churches for Action, he oversees a coalition of 

2300 churches, who mobilize on behalf of the needy and destitute. He has founded 40 churches, 

including the “Dream Center”, formerly Bethel Temple Los Angeles, heads the Annual Mayor's Inter-

Faith Prayer Breakfast in Los Angeles, has worked on the U.S. Congressional Forum on Immigration and 

has organized hundreds of Prayer Breakfasts for elected officials at the municipal, state and national 

levels. In Washington D.C., he has hosted Congressional summits. He serves on the board of numerous 

boards both nationally and internationaly.   

After his graduation from Vanguard University in 1990 with a degree in theology and Liberal Arts, Bishop 

Mendez completed two master degrees: Multicultural Education, Public Administration, and a Doctorate 

in Educational Leadership. Bishop Mendez was ordained in the Assembly of God denomination, and has 

served in numerous capacities during his ministry. Mendez' passion leads him to train pastors both 

nationally and internationally, where he is frequently called upon to speak at leadership conferences. 

Bishop Mendez is also a prominent media figure, from 1996 to 1999 was the host of the Spanish language 

radio show "Guerreros del Tercer Milenio” which aired twice daily reaching millions throughout the U.S, 

has founded different TV stations and is frequently featured on national TV. 

In his early career years, Bishop Mendez served in the Los Angeles Unified School District as a k-12 

teacher and administrator at different high schools and downtown Los Angeles Schools as schools 

administrator. Bishop Mendez is also known as an entrepreneur, at the age of 17 he started a number 

of successful small businesses. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Antero Eerola, Member of the Helsinki-Uusimaa Regional Council and member of Vanta City Council, 

Journalist (Finland) 

Antero Eerola, long-time journalist and chairman of the Left Alliance Uusimaa. 

In his hometown Vantaa, he is  a second term City Councilor and Vice-President of councilors. In addition, 

he actively participates as a member of the Social Affairs and Health Board, the Environmental Board 

and the Council of the Uusimaa Regional Council. 

Editor's work he  has done for twenty years. He has  been to, inter alia, the People's news policy and 

parliamentary journalist, as well as the Finnish Broadcasting Company and Kauppalehti, a journalist in 

Moscow. The past few years he has followed the journalist in particular, other former Soviet Union 

countries, Finland's foreign and security policy, as well as Russia, Ukraine and the crisis in diferent other 

countries. 

In total, he has had a ten-year office in Parliament. He believes that this, together with municipal and 

provincial political experience, would make it possible to quickly win the work of a Member of 

Parliament.Hobbies include political history, tourism in big cities, and abundant activity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birgit Weissgerber (Germany) - Head of The Representation of Baku International Multiculturalism 

Center in Dresden 

She has served as Head of the Education Center Dresden at AFW Academy for Further Education GmbH 

from 12/2000 to 12/2014 with job responsibilities including staff management, personnel development, 

participant and Measures support, networking with others Educational institutions, business 

enterprises, government Institutions and migrant organizations, cooperation with BA and Job center 

Dresden. She chairs the representation office of Baku International Multiculturalism Center in Dresden 

since January, 2016.  

 

 


